


FM: Did the advances in the early Pentium
processors help make the soft-synth ‘revolu-
tion” achievable?

DS: Yeah. We basically went through three gen-
erations of software-synth; the first one we actu-
ally did 10 years ago already, under contract to
Intel. That was on a 486, before the Pentium
came out, and it worked very basically. When
the first Pentium’s emerged, we licensed the sec-
ond-generation soft-synths to Creative Labs
(hitp//wwwicreative.com/) and they sold mil-
lions of those. It still wasn't a professional instru-
ment though, just slightly better General
MIDI-type synthesisers. Then once the Pentiums
got up to 200MHz and faster, that's when we
were working on Reality (http://news.harmony-
central.com/Newp/WNAMM97/Other/Realityht
ml) because there was finally enough horse-
power to get at least a reasonable number of
wvoices going at the same time. Of course now
you can do all sort of stuff at once.

FM: What did you think of the Pro52 software
version of the much-loved Prophet 5?

DS: Well, if you try to compare the two, there
are so many people that haven't played a teal
Prophet 5 and it’s fine for them. It gives you the
basic, general idea of what a Prophet 5 is. If you
had the two of them sitting next to each other
though, you're definitely not going to confuse
one with the other. Overall, 1 think they did
quite a good job. If you stick it in a regular mix
it'll sound pretty much like a Prophet 5.

FM: Are there any personal favourites from
the Sequential Circuits range?

DS: Sure, the Prophet 5 is still a standard. [ use
one to this day and also a T8 that I use too. I still
like the VS and the VS Rack. The only one that I
don't have, that I wish I did have, is a Pro One.
Then again, Evolver kind of runs circles around
a Pro One now.

FM: Do you think the new generation of

~ ‘modelled’ analogue synths compare
favourably with true analogues?

DS: The virtual analogue instruments don't
sound quite like the old stuff but they do sound
good for what they do. When the Nord Leads first
came out and the Access Virus, they had a differ-
ent digital sound to their ‘virtual analogue’ but it’s
a really good sound. That's why they became so
popular because they still sound really impressive.
They're getting better these days at doing stuff
and making it sound more convincingly ‘ana-
logue’ and at some point they will be very, very
similar. I try not to take sides in the whole debate.
1 try not to say that analogue is better or that digi-
tal is better. They're both good at different things. I
like using each for what it's best at. That's also
what I've tried to do with Evolver.

FM: Are cracks and Warez stifling smaller
software development companies?

DS: Certainly. I've heard some people claim that
one in every five pieces of music software is actu-
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ally paid for. I've even heard that it may be as
high as one in ten. So it is part of the way things
are changing because the normal person doesn’t
see the value of something they can’t hold in
their hands. It's the same problem they’re cur-
rently having with people stealing music. The
kids now download an mp3 quite happily as
they don't feel the need to hold something in
their hands when they buy it. Everything’s
becoming virtual and I think that makes it easier
for people to rationalise taking it for free.

FM: When you coined the term MIDI 20 years
ago did you realise what an important
standard it would become?
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DS: MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface)
is actually pretty amazing - there are very, very
few standards that have lasted 20 years and are
still basically on version L1.0. It's great that its still
being used everywhere all the time too. It's one
of the very few 100% - supported standards. [
kind of started the whole thing off, then most of
the work was done by Roland and Sequential
with two or three other companies involved to a
lesser degree as we first developed MIDI back in
1981 / 82.

Find out more about Evolver and the
history of SCI at:
http://www.davesmithinstruments.com/ FM
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